The Epistle to the Romans

Study 22, Romans 9:1-5
Romans 9
1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 

2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 

3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 

4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 

5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Ray Stedman narrated the comments made by a churchgoer: 

The churchgoer (a girl) said, “Our old pastor kept telling us we were going to hell,” 
“What does your new pastor say?” she was asked.
“He keeps saying we’re going to hell, too.”

“So, what’s the difference?”

“Well,” the churchgoer replied, “when our first pastor said we were going to hell, he sounded like he was glad.  But when our new pastor says it, he sounds like it is breaking his heart.”
Paul was like the 2nd pastor. The pathetic spiritual condition of the Jewish nation really broke his heart.  He knew the Jewish nation was condemned, being for a time cast aside by God and that salvation was going to the Gentiles.  His fellow Jews hated him.   They regarded him a heretic and wanted to see him dead.  In fact, there were those who took an oath to kill him because he preached Jesus Christ.  Yet, he sorrowed over the lost condition of his fellow Jews.  He says, 1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,  2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:

Let’s look at his Great Sorrow for this great nation, the nation of Israel.   Spiritually, this nation was lost.  They sought for righteousness but failed to obtain it because they sought it not by faith. They counted on 2 things for salvation – their physical descent from Abraham and their so-called works of righteousness.  In the Jewish mind, God had made a covenant with Abraham that his descendents were God’s people and God was their God.  And God had even sealed this covenant by the sign of circumcision.  So, they were confident they had a place in heaven.  
Next, they thought that they were saved because of their good works.  They thought they were saved by keeping the laws.  When they found it impossible for them to keep the laws perfectly, they invented more than 600 traditions to observe.  They were proud they were keeping these traditions, because they felt that if they kept them they would be keeping the laws. The truth was they failed completely in obeying the laws.
Let’s see how much Paul sorrowed for this great nation to which he belonged.  1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:  Paul truthfully sorrowed for the Jews.  The Jews might think he was insincere.  They could have reasoned ..  If he cared for them how come he was preaching against their belief which was that since they were descendents of Abraham and were diligently obeying the laws they were saved?  If he cared for them why was he undermining their Jewish belief?
Qn:  How did Paul prove his sincerity?

................................................................................................................................................................................... ...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Can we invoke the Lord’s Name?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Are there special circumstances in which we need to invoke His Name?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn: Next, Paul called on his conscience to witness to his sincerity in sorrowing over the unbelief of the Jews.  What must be the condition of our conscience if it is to be an effective witness?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  How do we know that our conscience is really controlled by the Holy Spirit?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Today, do we dare trust politicians if they call upon their conscience to be their witness?  Why yes?  Why no?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Do we honestly believe that our conscience is better than that of a typical politician in a country like Australia?  How sure are we that our conscience has not lost its voice?  What prayer must we utter before the Lord?
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn: The Lord has placed our conscience in us to help us walk in the path of righteousness.  Our conscience is like a referee in game.  If there is foul play the referee blows his whistle.  What happens to the referee if his whistle is damaged or he has lost his whistle?  How well does the referee with this kind of whistle or one without a whistle illustrate the condition of a ‘bad’ conscience?  How well must we believers maintain our conscience?  How?
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  How was Paul like his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, in sorrowing for the Jews?  Consider these words which record our Lord’s feelings near the end of His earthly ministry.  He was sadly looking ahead and saw the day when the city of Jerusalem would be destroyed because of the Jews’ rejection of their Messiah.  He sorrowed greatly.  We read in Luke 19: 41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it,  42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.  43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,  44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.  
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  How much do we sorrow over our loved ones who are still outside the Lord Jesus Christ?  To what degree is our sorrowing similar to that of Paul’s?  If we say we sorrow for them, how diligently and how fervently have we been praying for their salvation?  Does the thought that they are heading for eternal hell bring tears to our eyes?  Do we try to find opportunities to share the Gospel with them?
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Consider this testimony.  Some years ago, this friend was very concerned for the salvation of his parents.  His father persecuted him when he became a believer in the Lord.  He forbade him to go to church.  But, this brother really cared for the salvation of his parents.  He prayed diligently for them.  One time he said that he even fancied the idea of becoming so sick that he would die if only his sickness and his death would bring his parents to come to believe in the Lord.   Thankfully in time the Lord heard his prayers, and his parents came to trust the Lord.  What do you think of this kind of fancy?  Do we have this kind of sorrowful concern for our loved ones?
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  What kind of behaviour of a professed believer is likely to drive people in his family circle away from the Lord rather than to attract them to Him?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  How necessary is it for a Christian to provide for his loved ones eg his parents?  How does our care or lack of care for their physical needs reflect our concern for their salvation? 
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  How much do we care for the salvation of people around us whom we know are heading for eternal hell?  Is it an overstatement to say that we are quite unmoved?
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  May the prayer of this chorus be ours too.
Lead me to some soul today,  O teach me, Lord, just what to say;
Friends of mine are lost in sin, And cannot find their way.
Few there are who seem to care, And few there are who pray;
Melt my heart, and fill my life, Give me one soul today
Next,  let’s consider the Great Privileges Given to a Great People.  
Verses 3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:  4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;  5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.   
Comments:The Jews are indeed a great people.  God called them to be a special people.  He made this covenant with Abraham, You and your descendants will be My people and I will be your God and the God of your descendants.  But not all Israelites are God’s people in the sense that not all of them are saved.  No!  Not all Israelites are true Israelites.  As Paul says in Rom 9:6, "Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:"  Salvation comes by the Holy Spirit working in the heart of the person to cause him to repent.  Unless a Jew experiences the working of the Holy Spirit in this manner, he is really not a true Jew.
But, biologically all Jews are descendants of Abraham and indeed they are a very privileged people.  Look at the special blessings bestowed upon them.  They are a favoured nation.  In spite of the fact that historically, there were many attempts to exterminate the Jews, such as the Holocaust committed by Hitler, who killed 6 million Jews during the 2nd World War,  God historically has been pleased to raise up my many famous Jews.   Abraham, Moses, Einstein, Leonard Bernstein, Alan Greenspan (former chairman of US Federal Reserve),  Ben Bernanke,  Harrison Ford, Barbara Streisand, Henry Kissinger,  Madeleine Albright,  Frank Lowy (founder of the Westfield Group), Jenny Craig, Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Ralph Lauren … all Jews.  Jews make up 0.3% of the world’s population.  In other words, you have to meet 1000 people before you meet 3 Jews, whereas if you meet 1000 people you will meet 140 Chinese.  But look at the Nobel Prize winners historically.  21% of them are Jews.  If you meet 1000 Nobel Prize winners, 210 of them would be Jews.  These are physical blessings God has favoured the Jews with.  Even if we are unbelievers, if we are honest, we have to admit the Jews are indeed a very special people.  And if we honestly examine the history of the Jews, we have to admit that there is truth in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Qn:  Now, look at the special spiritual blessings God gave them. They are a people 4 … to whom pertaineth (belongs) the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;  5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.
Consider their adoption.  Although salvation is individual in that a person must personally believe in the Lord to be saved,  in what sense are the Jews as a whole God’s adopted people?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Is there a similarity between the Jews and people born in Christian homes?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Is it a curse or a privilege to the Jews to be chosen by God to be a people to be shown/possess  (1) God’s adoption,  (2) God’s glory,  (3) His covenant,  (4) His laws,  (5) the service of God and (6) His promises? 
Ans:  We have dealt with God’s adoption and so we move on to 

(2)  God’s glory.  

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  In what ways are people from Christian homes experiencing the glory of God?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
(3)  God’s covenants.   
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Are people privileged if their parents are Christians?  Why do you say so?
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Were the Jews privileged to be given the laws of God?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  How do we know that we have sinned?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  In the matter of worshipping God, how were the Jews privileged compared to other nations of the earth?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Do we think we are very privileged to be coming to a Bible-believing church?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Dr Raymond Saxe told us about this young man who worshipped in his church, who couldn’t agree with his teachings.  One day, the disagreement became so great that he decided to leave Dr Saxe’s church.  Thankfully, after a few years he went back to Dr Saxe’s church.  Obviously, he must have realized he was missing the good feeding in Dr Saxe’s church.  He didn’t realize the privilege he was having until those years of wilderness wandering in other churches.   Frankly, would we miss anything if we were to leave this church today?  If we think we are privileged to be here what can we do to repay the privilege?
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Think of some promises the Lord gave the Jews.

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  With reference to  “5 Whose are the fathers”, Paul was pointing to the great ancestry the Jews had.  “Look at our distinguished ancestors – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob etc.”  Were the Jews very privileged?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  What do you think is the most special thing about the Jews?

...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
Comments:
In spite of these privileges given to them, historically we see that the Jews were an unbelieving and rebellious people.  Because of their unbelief and rebellion against God, in the year 722 BC the Northern Kingdom of Israel was taken into captivity by the Assyrians and about a hundred years later in the year 606 and over a 19 year period, the southern kingdom of Judah was taken into captivity by the Babylonians.  For centuries they were looking forward for their Messiah to come but when He came they rejected Him because He did not come in the form of a great military political leader like their great King David, but in the form of the son of a poor carpenter.  So His Word says, John 1:11, "He came unto his own, and his own received him not."  They rejected Him and cried for His blood.  Crucify Him.  Matthew 27:25, "Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children."  And it was true.  His blood was upon them. About 40 years after the crucifixion of Christ, the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple of Jerusalem and the Jews were scattered all over the world for the next 2000 years until 1948, in which year the nation of Israel was reborn.
Qn:  What can we learn from this privileged people, the Jews in regards to salvation?  Think of the special privileges of Judas and Demas.
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................
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